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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 

The St. Louis Regional Freightway (Freightway) established an Action Plan within the St. Louis 

Regional Needs Analysis and Freight Development Plan (2017) to help the Freightway serve its 

mission as an all-purpose authority for freight operations and opportunities within the St. Louis 

region ð City of St. Louis, Illinois counties of Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair, and Missouri counties of 

Franklin, Jefferson, St. Charles, and St. Louis. The Action Plan identifies next steps for the 

Freightway, both near term and long term, and summarizes them in one of three categories Educate, 

Advocate, Evaluate. The first step in enhancing the St. Louis region as a premier international freight 

hub is to understand existing freight infrastructure, and then educate partners to increase overall 

awareness. One of the Action Plan tactics is to provide information on the transportation assets in 

the St. Louis region from the regional freight perspective and this study is intended to do just that for 

the movement of goods by truck. 

 

Purpose and Objectives of the Study 

In collaboration with East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG), the Freightway published 

this study in April 2020 to provide a planning tool that bring awareness to the freight-related role of 

the roadway assets beyond the interstate system. This effort compliments the St. Louis Regional 

Freight Study (2013). The St. Louis Regional Freight Study focused solely on the interstate system. 

The Freightway is filling a need to consider the next tier of infrastructure, the arterial system, to 

advocate for truck access to, from, and within the St. Louis region. This study recognizes there is a 

regional planning process in place that successfully identifies needs to ultimately propose and 

program roadway improvements for implementation; therefore, there are no projects proposed in 

this study.  

 

The Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Study accomplished the following objectives: 

Á Identify non-interstate truck corridors throughout the St. Louis region 

Á Provide a planning tool from the regional freight perspective of goods movement by truck 

 

This January 2023 publication provides an update of the regional infrastructure, roadway 

characteristics and socio-economic data associated with the identified non-interstate truck corridors. 

 

The purpose of this study is to provide a valuable planning tool for bi-state regional transportation 

planners to guide infrastructure improvement considerations to include enhancement to freight 

movement by truck: Educate, Advocate, Evaluate. 

 

Connectivity 

Providing connectivity between established multimodal facilities and the interstate system is the 

primary criteria used to define the non-interstate truck corridors. Accepting the multimodal facilities 

as representative of freight generators, the roadway network was evaluated based on connectivity by 

assessing access to the following termini also illustrated in the exhibit excerpts that follow:  

Á Intermodal Rail Yards 

Á Public Ports and Waterways 

Á Freight-Related Airports 
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Á Transportation-Related Employers 

Á Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites 

Á Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 

Intermodal Rail Yards     Public Ports and Waterways 
(Exhibit 2-2)      (Exhibit 2-3) 

 

Freight-Related Airports    Transportation-Related Employment Clusters 
(Exhibit 2-4)      (Exhibit 2-5)     

 

Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 
(Exhibit 2-6)      (Exhibit 2-7) 
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Non-Interstate Truck Corridors 

Upon identifying non-interstate truck corridors based on the connectivity criteria described in the 

previous section, it became apparent that the corridors functioned differently as segments of the 

roadway network providing truck access to, from, and within the St. Louis region. Therefore, the 

corridor segments have been categorized as one of the following three types of Connectors: 

 

Á Freight Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network 

that provide linkages to the Industrial Site Areas identified by EWG. These areas represent 

freight generators with developed industry clusters at or near full tenancy. Connections to 

these Areas are also notable because this is one of the evaluation metrics for proposed 

improvements competing for funding as a freight/economic development type project within 

the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program administered by EWG.  

 

Á Intra-Regional Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway 

network that have existing multi-axle vehicle traffic providing access for freight and 

deliveries, primarily thru truck traffic or freight generators outside of the industrial site areas 

identified by EWG. The Intra-Regional Connectors offer system redundancies providing 

alternate routes to freight movement inbound and outbound from the interstate system. 

 

Á Emerging Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network 

that provide linkages to Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites. These sites are 

regionally targeted priority sites not currently fully developed or near full tenancy.  

 

Across the St. Louis region there are 54 Freight Connectors, 41 Intra-Regional Connectors, and  

17 Emerging Connectors as shown on the Regional Map, Exhibit E-1. 

 

These connectors comprise a non-interstate freight network. When roadway improvements are 

needed, the minimum guidelines set forth by the appropriate local jurisdictional agency should 

always seek to be met. However, freight corridors should be designed more specifically to 

accommodate truck mobility, access, and circulation. EWG refers to these considerations as 

commercial vehicle countermeasures. As such, this study includes a design guide that provides 

project sponsors and transportation decision-makers guidance on how to better integrate freight 

movement into their roadway system. As the regionõs freight industry grows, it will be important that 

this growth be truly integrated in the community to mitigate impacts to the regionõs livability and to 

other transportation modes. As the regional freight advocate, the Freightway is presenting this 

document as a reference guide that can be used to not only provide project level design suggestions 

but to serve as overall educational piece, to help other professionals better understand the impacts 

and dynamics of freight within the local communities. 
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Non-Interstate Truck Corridors by Region 

 

Illinois 
 

Madison County 

Á Gateway Commerce Center Drive  

Á IL Route 3 between McKinley Bridge and IL 

Route 143 

Á IL Route 111 between I-55 and Madison Street  

Á IL Route 255 between I-255 and IL Route 143 

Á IL Route 143 between US Route 67 and 

IL Route 255 

Á IL Route 143 and US Route 40 to/f rom I-70 

Á IL Route 162 between IL Route 203 and I-255  

Á IL Route 203 between I-55 (beyond the county 

line) and IL Route 162  

Á IL Route 255 between IL Route 143 and US 

Route 67  

Á Madison Avenue / Hawthorne Street between IL 

Route 3 and IL Route 255  

Á New Poag Road between IL Route 3 and 

IL Route 255  

Á US Route 67 between IL Route 255 and 

IL Route 16 (beyond the county line into 

Jerseyville)  

Monroe County 

Á Bluff Road (County Highway 6) between IL Route 

156 and Hanover Road 

(connecting to IL Route 3)  

Á IL Route 3 between Monroe/Randolph County 

Line and I-255  

Á IL Route 156 between Bluff Road 

and IL Route 3 

St. Clair County 

Á Air Mobility Drive / IL Route 158  

Á IL Route 3 between I-255 and I-55 (parallel to   

I-70 beyond the county line)  

Á IL Route 4 between IL Route 161 and I-64  

Á Sauget Business Boulevard  

Á US 50 between I-64 and IL-4 

Á IL Route 15 between I-255 and Green Mount 

Road 

Á IL Route 157 between I-255 and IL Route 3  

Á IL Route 203/Collinsville Road between 

Roselake Drive and I-55/I -70  

Á IL Route 158/177 and IL Route 159 

north of IL Route 15  

 

Missouri 
 

City of St. Louis 

Á Arsenal Street between McCausland Avenue 

and I-44 

Á Compton Avenue between MO Route 100 and 

I-64  

Á Ellendale Avenue / McCausland Avenue / 

Wellington Avenue between BNSF Intermodal 

Facility and Southwest Avenue  

Á Forest Park Avenue between 

Vandeventer Avenue and I-64  

Á Goodfellow Boulevard between MO Route 115 

and I-70  

Á Hall Street between MO Route H and Grand 

Avenue 

Á Hampton Avenue between I-44 and I-64  

Á Jamieson Avenue between I-44 and 

Arsenal Street  

Á Jefferson Avenue between I-44 and MO Route 

115  

Á Kingshighway Boulevard between 

MO Route 115 and I-70  

Á Kingshighway Boulevard between 

MO Route 366 and I-64  

Á MO Route H between I-70 and I-270 

Á MO Route 100 between Hanley Road (beyond 

the city limit) and 1st Street  

Á MO Route 115 (Natural Bridge Avenue) between 

Goodfellow Boulevard and 

Kingshighway Boulevard 

Á North Broadway between Cass Avenue and 

Riverview Drive / MO Route H  

Á South Broadway / 7th Boulevard between I-55 

and I-44  

Á South Broadway / MO Route 231 / Telegraph 

Road between I-270 and I-5 

Á Southwest Avenue between 

McCausland Avenue and I-44 

Á Union Boulevard between MO Route 115 and 

I-70  

Á Vandeventer Avenue between I-44 and 

Forest Park Avenue  

Á MO Route 115 (Natural Bridge Avenue) between 

Kingshighway Boulevard and Jefferson Avenue  

Franklin County 

Á MO Route A/Independence Drive between 

US Route 50 and MO Route 47  

Á MO Route 47 between I-44 and 

Missouri River Bridge 

Á US Route 50 between Independence Drive and 

MO Route 47 

Á MO Route 100 between Vossbrink Drive and MO 

Route C  

Á MO Route 100 between Vossbrink Drive and 

I-44  

Á US Route 50 between MO Route 47 and  

I-44 

Jefferson County 

Á Castle Acres Road / River Cement Road  

Á Crystal City-Herky Road / Riverview Plaza Drive  

Á Main Street (DeSoto) between MO Route N / 

Flucom Road and MO Route 110 

Á McNutt Street 

Á MO Route Z between I-55 and US Route 67  

Á MO Route 30 between MO Route MM and I-270 

(beyond the county line) 

Á MO Route 110 between Main Street and 

US Route 67  

Á US Route 67 between MO Route 110 and I-55  

Á US Route 67 between Main Street 

(Herculaneum) and Joachim Avenue 

St. Charles County 

Á MO Route A  

Á MO Route 61 between MO Route A and I-70  

Á MO Route 79 between Salt River Road and I-70  

Á MO Route 370  

Á New Town Boulevard between both 

intersections with Elm Point Industrial Drive  

Á Salt River Road/Mid-Rivers Mall Drive  

Á Terra Lane between TR Hughes Boulevard and 

Salt Lick Road 

Á Wentzville Parkway between I-70 and 

US Route 61 

Á Bryan Road between MO Route 364 and 

West Terra Lane  

Á Elaine Drive between West Terra Lane and 

North Central Avenue  

Á Luetkenhaus Boulevard (Business Route 61)  

Á Mexico Road  

Á MO Route K between I-64 and I-70  

Á MO Route N between MO Route Z and I-64  

Á MO Route Z between MO Route N and I-70  

Á MO Route 94 between MO Route 364 and I-70  

Á MO Route 364  

Á West Meyer Road / MO Route W between I-70 

and Wentzville Parkway  

Á West Pearce Boulevard  

Á West Terra Lane between Lake St. Louis 

Boulevard and TR Hughes Boulevard 

Á David Hoekel Parkway  

Á Interstate Drive between Wentzville Parkway 

(future extension) and MO Route Z  

Á Harry S Truman Boulevard  

St. Louis County 

Á Chesterfield Airport Road  

Á Creve Coeur Mill Road between MO Route 141 

and Rose Acres Lane  

Á Dorsett Road between I-270 and US Route 67  

Á Green Park Road  

Á Hanley Road between I-70 and Scudder Avenue  

Á McDonnell Boulevard  

Á Missouri Bottom Road  

Á MO Route D / MO Route 364 between I-270 

and Hanley Road 

Á MO Route 141 between MO Route 340 and 

MO Route 370 

Á MO Route 180 (St. Charles Rock Road) between 

I-270 and MO Route 141 

Á North Highway Drive  

Á Pritchard Farm Road  

Á South Highway Drive  

Á Taussig Road  

Á Union Road between Reavis Barracks Road and 

US Route 67  

Á US Route 67 between MO Route 364 and I-270  

Á Baumgartner Road / Meramec Bottom Road  

Á Hanley Road between MO Route 100 and I-64  

Á Aubuchon/Missouri Bottom Road between 

MO Route 370 and Teson Road 

Á MO Route 141 between MO Route 21 and 

MO Route 340  

Á MO Route 367 between I-270 and US Route 67  

Á US Route 67 between Union Road and I-44  

Á US Route 67 between MO Route 100 and 

MO Route D/364  

Á US Route 67 between I-270 and Clark Bridge 

Á MO Route 340 / MO Route 100 between I-64 

and I-270 

Á Air Cargo Road  

Á Banshee Road  

Á Fee Road south of Missouri Bottom Road  

Á Gist Road  

Á MO Route 364 between I-270 and 

MO Route 141 
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CHAPTER 1 | INTRODUCTION 
 

Background 

The St. Louis Regional Freightway (Freightway) was founded in 2014 as an enterprise of Bi-State 

Development, a dynamic and multi-faceted resource for development in the St. Louis region. The 

Freightway is an all-purpose authority for freight operations and opportunities within the St. Louis 

region that seeks to enhance the regionõs standing as a premier international freight hub. The 

Freightway connects the private and public sectors while advocating the regionõs greatest freight and 

site selection strengths.  

 

Members of the Freightway include a broad cross-section of industry leaders representing 

manufacturing, logistics, industrial real estate, workforce development, economic development 

organizations, academia, and all modes of transportation. The Missouri Department of 

Transportation (MoDOT), Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), and EWG Council of 

Governments are also important members.  

 

St. Louis Region 

The St. Louis region is an area within Illinois and Missouri at the confluence of the Mississippi and 

Missouri Rivers in the center of Americaõs freight network. As displayed in Exhibit 1-1, the Freightway 

represents four counties in Missouri, three counties in Illinois, and the City of St. Louis. The region has 

nearly 2.6 million residents and access to all major modes of transportation: road, rail, river, and air.  

 

Exhibit 1-1: St. Louis Region 
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Purpose and Objectives of the Study 

The Freightway established an Action Plan within the St. Louis Regional Needs Analysis and Freight 

Development Plan (2017). The Action Plan identifies next steps for the Freightway, both near term 

and long term. The next steps are summarized in one of three categories ð Educate, Advocate, 

Evaluate ð to help the Freightway serve its mission as an all-purpose authority for freight operations 

and opportunities within the St. Louis region. The first step in enhancing the St. Louis region as a 

premier international freight hub is to understand existing freight infrastructure, and then educate 

partners to increase overall awareness. One of the Action Plan tactics is to provide information on 

the transportation assets in the St. Louis region from the regional freight perspective and this study 

was initiated to do just that from the regional freight perspective, namely, for the movement of goods 

by truck. 

 

In collaboration with EWG, the Freightway initiated this study to provide a planning tool that bring 

awareness to the roadway assets beyond the interstate system. This effort compliments the St. Louis 

Regional Freight Study (2013). The St. Louis Regional Freight Study focused on the interstate 

system. The Freightway is filling a need to consider the next tier of infrastructure, the arterial system, 

to advocate for truck access to, from, and within the St. Louis region.  

 

The purpose of this study is to provide a valuable planning tool for bi-state regional transportation 

planners to guide infrastructure improvement considerations to include enhancement to freight 

movement by truck: Educate, Advocate, Evaluate. 

 

The Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Study accomplished the following objectives: 

Á Identify non-interstate truck corridors throughout the St. Louis region 

Á Provide a planning tool from the regional freight perspective - movement of goods by truck 

 

Study Outline 

The Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Study is organized into the following sections: 

Á Chapter 2: This chapter provides a summary of the criteria used to identify and define three 

categories of non-interstate truck corridors.  

Á Chapters 3-10: Mapping, narrative summaries and performance data of the non-interstate 

truck corridors are provided via individual chapters for each of the seven counties and the 

City of St. Louis comprising the St. Louis region in which the non-interstate truck corridors, 

respectively.  

Á Chapter 11: This chapter provides descriptions of typical roadway characteristics favorable 

for truck traffic. 

Á Chapter 12: This chapter synthesizes the industry engagement to gain an understanding of 

the infrastructure concerns from the perspective of the trucking industry.  
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CHAPTER 2 | METHODOLOGY 
The non-interstate truck corridor study effort initiates the identification of arterial routes that support 

freight movement to, from, and within the St. Louis region. While traffic volumes of multi-axle 

vehicles may be an initial indicator of potential truck routes, this study focuses on connectivity. This 

approach provides a broader assessment of the function of the non-interstate corridors within the 

region, from the freight movement perspective. 

 

Proximity to Multimodal Facilities and the Interstate 

Providing connectivity between established multimodal facilities and the interstate system is the 

primary criteria used to define the non-interstate truck corridors. Accepting the multimodal facilities 

as representative of freight generators, the roadway network was evaluated based on connectivity by 

assessing access to the following termini:   

Á Connectivity to Interstates 

Á Connectivity to Intermodal Rail Yards 

Á Connectivity to Public Ports 

Á Connectivity to Freight-Related Airports 
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Connectivity to Interstates 

This study began with the non-interstate roadway system in terms of its connectivity from the 

interstates to provide access into, within, and from the St. Louis region for movement of goods by 

truck. The St. Louis region is located at the nexus of the north-south and east-west interstate system, 

as displayed in Exhibit 2-1, with four interstates that provide multi-directional access to major cities.  

Á I-70: East-west corridor connecting to Denver, Kansas City, Indianapolis, and Baltimore 

Á I-64: East-west corridor connecting to Louisville 

Á I-44: East-west corridor connecting to Oklahoma City and Tulsa 

Á I-55: North-south corridor connecting to New Orleans, Memphis, and Chicago  

 

Due to the central location and major interstate connections, freight shipments can reach major 

Midwestern and Southern cities within a one-day drive or anywhere in the United States within a 

three-day drive. A regional interstate loop comprising of I-270 and I-255, combined with the I-170 

inner belt, also offers connections to and from ports, businesses, warehouses, and distribution parks 

throughout the region. The extensive, toll-free roadway network in St. Louis experiences significantly 

lower congestion than other similarly sized urban areas in the United States. 

 

The MoDOT and IDOT continue to assess and advance major updates to regional bridges and 

roadways that are pivotal to preserving the integrity of the freight network.   

 

Exhibit 2-1: Interstates

 
  

Source: St. Louis Regional Freightway, 2023 
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Connectivity to Intermodal Rail Yards 

This study assesses non-interstate connectivity to intermodal yards. The St. Louis region is the third 

largest rail hub by volume in the United States linking six Class I railroads, as displayed in Exhibit 2-2. 

Five of the six Class I railroads operate intermodal yards.  

Á BNSF: BNSF Railway, Lindenwood Yard (MO) 

Á CN: Canadian National Railway  

Á CSX: CSX Corporation, Rose Lake Yard (IL) 

Á CPKC: Canadian Pacific Kansas City 

Á Valley Junction Yard (IL) -- Previously Kansas City Southern Railway (KCS)  

Á NS: Norfolk Southern Corporation, Luther Yard (MO) 

Á UP: Union Pacific Railroad, Dupo Yard (IL) 

 

Other prominent railroads include the Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis (TRRA), the local 

switching terminal railroad that owns and operates the Merchants Bridge and MacArthur Bridge over 

the Mississippi River as well as the Madison Yard in Illinois. The Alton & Southern Railway is another 

switching railroad under the ownership of UP that operates the Gateway Yard in Illinois, not shown on 

the map.  

 

The region serves all corners of the United States without the need for railroad interchange. Barge-

rail transload services provide supply-chain options for shipments to and from both Houston and 

New Orleans. These connections allow delivery of freight to St. Louis for distribution throughout the 

United States. Intermodal capabilities, offered by five Class I railroads and the TRRA, and rail 

proximity to customers and suppliers continues to play an important role in the growth of 

manufacturing and distribution centers in St. Louis. 

 

Exhibit 2-2: Intermodal Rail Yards

  Source: St. Louis Regional Freightway, 2023 
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Connectivity to Public Ports 

This study assesses non-interstate connectivity to public ports. Identification of transportation-

related industries is the criteria that accounted for connectivity to the private port operations 

throughout the St. Louis region as described later in this chapter. The St. Louis region is situated at 

the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. The Illinois River and Kaskaskia River also 

terminate at the Mississippi River in the northern and southern portions of the region, respectively. 

The ports and barge industries are primarily based along the Mississippi River, within close proximity 

to the agricultural heartland, major Midwest populations, and manufacturing centers.  

 

As displayed in Exhibit 2-3, there are four active public ports in the St. Louis region. 

Á ACP: Americaõs Central Port (IL)  

Á MRT: St. Louis Municipal River Terminal (MRT, MO) 

Á KRPD #1: Kaskaskia Regional Port District #1 (IL) 

Á KRPD #2: Kaskaskia Regional Port District #2 (IL) 

(KRPD #2 is located outside the boundary of this study in Randolph County, IL) 

Á Fayetteville Terminal: Kaskaskia Regional Port District ð Fayetteville Terminal 

 

ACP and MRT are located within the statistical area of the Port of Metropolitan St. Louis (PMSL) with 

many private ports along the stretch of the Mississippi River from northern Madison County, IL to the 

southern tip of Jefferson County, MO. On the inland river system, PMSL is the most efficient moving 

move tonnage per river mile than any other port. PMSL is responsible for only 8% of the 855 miles of 

the Mississippi River but carries one-third of the riverõs total freight. ACP (1,200-acres) and MRT (40-

acres) are intermodal facilities that offer truck, rail, and barge service; ACP is the northern-most lock- 

and ice-free port on the Mississippi River with easy access to the Gulf of Mexico. KRPD, the eighth 

largest inland port by tonnage, is located on the Kaskaskia River in Illinois. Both ACP and the Port of 

Kaskaskia offer container-on-barge capabilities. Additional port districts within the St. Louis region, 

including Jefferson County Port Authority (MO), St. Louis County Port Authority (MO), St. Charles 

County Port Authority (MO), and Port of Metropolitan St. Louis (MO), are assessing opportunities and 

advancing development concepts, as appropriate. 

 

Exhibit 2-3: 

Public Ports and 

Waterways  
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Connectivity to Freight-Related Airports 

The identification of non-interstate truck corridors accounts for the proximity to airports associated with 

freight-related cargo and industrial development. The St. Louis region includes two international cargo 

airports with rail access, as well as three other major regional airports, as displayed in Exhibit 2-4. 

Á St. Louis Lambert International Airport (MO) 

Á MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (IL) 

Á St. Louis Downtown Airport (IL) 

Á Spirit of St. Louis Airport (MO) 

Á St. Louis Regional Airport (IL) 

 

St. Louis Lambert International Airport is Missouriõs largest and most used airport serving nine 

passenger airlines and three all-cargo airlines and offers over 900 acres of land available for 

development. St. Louis Lambert International Airport has expansive cargo facilities serving FedEx, 

UPS, and Amazon. MidAmerica St. Louis Airport is the regionõs second full-service commercial/cargo 

and passenger airport, co-located with Scott Air Force Base. The airport hosts state-of-the-art air 

cargo support facilities for domestic and international customers, including over 2,500 acres of 

developable land. 

 

St. Louis Downtown Airport, located across the Mississippi River from downtown St. Louis, provides 

quick access to the downtown area and available sites ideal for distribution, warehousing, and light 

industrial use. The Spirit of St. Louis Airport is the areaõs largest regional airport by acreage, and 

hosts over 150 businesses. St. Louis Regional Airport serves diverse clientele ranging from corporate 

aircraft to military. 

 

Exhibit 2-4: Freight-Related Airports

  
Source: St. Louis Regional Freightway, 2023  
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Proximity to Freight-Related Industry 

In addition to multimodal facilities, the study focuses on connectivity between the interstate systems 

and freight-related industry (current and future) to define the non-interstate truck corridors. For this 

high-level planning tool, the study has assessed a variety of criteria to represent freight-related 

industry throughout the St. Louis region. 

 

Connectivity to Transportation-Related Employers 

The Freightway presents the Employers in Manufacturing, Wholesale Trade, and Transportation and 

Warehousing Sectors to illustrate the breadth of transportation-related industry within the St. Louis 

region and the context of the Multimodal Transportation Priority Projects serving the industry. In 

addition, the Freightway depicted the location of the employees working in these industries to 

likewise illustrate the relevance of the Multimodal Transportation Priority Projects, not only to 

movement of goods, but also to accommodate the workforce commute. This data was provided by 

the St. Louis Regional Chamber (Hoover Data, 2022). Hoover Data is self-reported by companies that 

identify themselves categorically as employers, so there are limitations to its application; however, it 

is sufficient for a high-level study of this nature. 

 

Continuing the collaboration with the St. Louis Regional Chamber, this study utilizes the 2022 

Hoover Data graphically, as shown in Exhibit 2-5, to recognize the proximity of non-interstate 

corridors to Transportation Industry.  

 

Exhibit 2-5: Transportation-Related Employment Clusters

 
  

Source: St. Louis Regional Chamber (Hoover Data, 2022) 
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Connectivity to Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites 

To account for future freight generators, this study considered access to/from the Freightway 

Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites. These are development-ready parcels and/or industrial parks 

currently under capacity, and the Freightway advocates as having significant space readily available 

(as of December 2022) for industrial or transportation/warehousing-related land uses. Criteria for 

these featured sites are as follows: 

Á 20 acres or more available space 

Á Broker, developer, or local/quasi government agency management and marketing 

Á Modern bulk warehouse park features 

­  Minimum 24-foot clear height within existing buildings, or 

­  Rail spur, or 

­  Rail potential (adjacent Class I track), or 

­  Airport runway access, or 

­  Riverfront/port access 

Á Existing building available and/or under construction 

Á Entitlements (e.g., zoned, site plan approved, etc.) 

 

Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites are numbered in Exhibit 2-6. 

 

Exhibit 2-6: Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites 

 
  

Source: St. Louis Regional Freightway, 2023 
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Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites*  
 

Illinois 
 

Madison County 

1. Americaõs Central Port 

2. Route 3 Industrial ð JLL (Coming Soon)  

3. Lakeview Commerce Center 

4. Gateway Commerce Center 

5. Gateway TradePort 

6. Alton Center Business Park 

7. Eastport Center (Coming Soon) 

 

St. Clair County 

8. TRRA Land Site Options (Coming Soon)  

9. Mid America Commerce Center 

10. Belle Valley Industrial Park III 

11. Sauget Business Park 

12. Dupo Real Estate & Development Sites 

13. Mid America Airport Sites 

 

Monroe County 

14.MCEC Property 

15. Rock City Business Complex 

16. Highway 3 & Gall Road, Waterloo 
 

 

 

*  Not Shown on Exhibit 2-7 

These locations are beyond the St. Louis region 

defined for this study. 

17. Kaskaskia Port (Randolph County) 

18. Alan E. Gaffner Business Park (Bond County) 

19. Kelsey Business Park (Bond County) 

20. Mid America International Gateway (Jersey 

County) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Missouri 
 

Franklin County 

47. Washington Real Estate Sites 

48.Union Corporate Center 

 

St. Louis County 

21. Aviator Business Park 

22. Pershall Business Center 

23. Hazelwood Logistics Center 

24. Hazelwood TradePort 

25. Hazelwood Sites & Buildings 

26. Park 370 Business Center 

27. St. Louis Lambert International Airport Sites 

28. Earth City Industrial 

29. Riverport Business Park 

30. Riverport Trade Center 

31. NorthPark 

37. Fenton Logistics Park 

38. Westpoint Sites 

39. Westport Commerce Center  

40. 141 Logistics Center (Coming Soon) 

 

City of St. Louis 

32. 8000 Hall Street 

33. North Broadway Distribution 

34. North Riverfront Business Park 

35. Soulard Business Park 

36. River City Business Park 

 

St. Charles County 

41. Fountain Lakes Commerce Center 

42. Premier 370 

43. West 70 Commerce Center 

44. Interstate Commerce Center ð The Cubes at 

Wentzville 

45. Wentzville I-70/I -64 Real Estate Sites 

46. Commerce Park West 
Source: Freightway, July 2023 
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Connectivity to Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 

In 2013, the St. Louis Regional Freight Study was completed for EWG. That study identified industrial 

areas based on established industrial complexes and input from the studyõs Steering Committee; in 

2020, EWG updated the list of industrial sites to reflect changes in the area. The site area 

boundaries were ultimately defined as Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs), which are used for long-

range planning. TAZ boundaries are typically established by the surrounding transportation network, 

which may result in areas much greater than the developed industrial parcel; however, that does not 

imply an intent to fully build-out development within the entire TAZ. Generally speaking, a TAZ is 

simply a unit of geography associated with population and employment projections. 

 

The 22 Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG in Exhibit 2-7 represent established freight generators 

for the identification of non-interstate truck corridors in this study. These are established centers of 

freight-related employment within the transportation network. EWG further tiered these industrial 

areas based on magnitude, and this is discussed further in Chapter 12. For the purposes of this 

study, the Industrial Site Areas have been treated equally in terms of the non-interstate corridors 

providing truck access from the interstate to these defined areas.  

 

Exhibit 2-7: Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 

 
  

Source: EWG, 2021 
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Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 
 

Illinois 
 

Madison County 

5. Gateway Commerce 

7. Lewis and Clark North 

9. Route 3 North 

 

St. Clair County 

10. Dupo Yard 

11. East Industrial Gateway 

17. Downtown Airport 

21. MidAmerica Airport 

 

Monroe County 

The boundary for Dupo Yard Industrial Site 

Area encroaches into Monroe County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Missouri 
 

City of St. Louis 

1. Broadway - Arsenal 

2. Broadway - Hall 

8. Manchester - I-44 

19. Kingshighway - I-70 

22. Vandeventer - Chouteau 

 

St. Louis County 

3. Earth City 

6. Lambert Airport 

13. Page - I-270 Quadrant 

14. Page Corridor 

16. Chesterfield Airport 

18. Green Park 

20. Meramec - I-44 

 

St. Charles County 

4. Fountain Lake Elm Point 

12. GM Plant 

15. West I-70 - Arrowhead 

 

Franklin County 

N/A 

 

Jefferson County 

N/A 
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Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Categories 

Upon identifying non-interstate truck corridors based on the criteria described in this chapter, it 

became apparent that the corridors functioned differently as segments of the roadway network 

providing truck access to, from, and within the St. Louis region. Therefore, the corridor segments 

have been categorized as one of the following three types of Connectors: 

 

Á Freight Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network 

that provide linkages to the Industrial Site Areas identified by EWG. These areas represent 

freight generators with developed industry clusters at or near full tenancy. Connections to 

these Areas are also notable because this is one of the evaluation metrics for proposed 

improvements competing for funding as a freight/economic development type project within 

the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program administered by EWG.  

 

Á Intra-Regional Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway 

network that have existing multi-axle vehicle traffic providing access for freight and 

deliveries, primarily thru truck traffic or freight generators outside of the industrial site areas 

identified by EWG. The Intra-Regional Connectors offer system redundancies providing 

alternate routes to freight movement inbound and outbound from the interstate system. 

 

Á Emerging Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network 

that provide linkages to Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites. These sites are 

regionally targeted priority sites not currently fully developed or near full tenancy.  

 

Chapters 3-10 describe the Connectors geographically for each of the seven counties and the City of 

St. Louis comprising the St. Louis region. The study provides a narrative description of their roadway 

characteristics, as well as available daily traffic volumes and truck percentages averaged across the 

identified corridor. Prominent freight-related industries have been provided for reference along 

Freight, Intra-Regional, and Emerging Connectors. Furthermore, safety and performance metrics are 

provided by EWG for the Freight Connectors where applicable.  

 

Performance-Based Planning 

Federal legislation introduced requirements to influence transportation decision-making through a 

performance-based approach to transportation planning. EWG, IDOT, and MoDOT are required to 

report performance measures and incorporate the metrics into the project prioritization process. 

Likewise, transportation planners at the county and municipal levels consider performance metrics 

as well. For roadway projects, these factors include but are not limited to safety data, 

bridge/pavement conditions, and traffic operations. Furthermore, freight-related project 

improvements expand the assessment to include factors such as truck travel time reliability, 

economic development, multimodal connectivity, job growth, and freight flow impacts. As 

transportation decision-makers, it is important to gather and track relevant data to articulate the 

transportation need when advocating for a freight-related roadway project.  
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This study recognizes there is a regional planning process in place that successfully identifies needs, 

ultimately proposing and programming roadway improvements for implementation. Data to 

quantitatively support needs identification may be gathered from federal, state, and local resources. 

For example, EWG manages the Regional Integrated Transportation Information System (RITIS) data 

for the St. Louis region. Performance and safety metrics are calculated from raw data to analyze the 

regional roadway network. Safety metrics that may be associated with truck corridors may include 

but are not limited to: 

Á Total number of crashes 

Á Percentage of crashes involving trucks 

Á Vehicular crash rate (total crashes per millions of entering vehicle-miles, MEV) 

Á Truck crash rate (truck crashes per millions of entering vehicle-miles, MEV) 

 

Performance metrics that may be associated with truck corridors may include but are not limited to: 

Á Reference Speed: The calculated "free flow" mean speed for the roadway segment in miles 

per hour. This attribute is calculated based upon the 85th-percentile point of the observed 

speeds on that segment for all time periods, which establishes a reliable proxy for the speed 

of traffic at free-flow for that segment. 

Á Buffer Time: The extra time (or time cushion) that travelers must add to their average travel 

time when planning trips to ensure on-time arrival (95% Travel Time - Average Travel Time).  

Á Buffer Index: The Buffer Time's percentage value of the Average Travel Time (95% Travel 

Time - Average Travel Time) / Average Travel Time). Its value increases as reliability gets 

worse. For example, a buffer index of .4 (40 percent) means that, for a 20-minute average 

travel time, a traveler should budget an additional 8 minutes (20 minutes x 40 percent = 8 

minutes) to ensure on-time arrival most of the time.  

Á Planning Time: The total time a traveler should plan for to ensure on-time arrival (95% Travel 

Time).  

Á Planning Time Index: The total travel time that should be planned when an adequate buffer 

time is included (95% Travel Time / Free-flow Travel Time). The planning time index differs 

from the buffer index because it includes typical delay as well as unexpected delay. Thus, the 

planning time index compares near-worst case travel time to a travel time in light or free-flow 

traffic. For example, a planning time index of 1.60 means that, for a 15-minute trip in light 

traffic, the total time that should be planned for the trip is 24 minutes (15 minutes x 1.60 = 

24 minutes).  

Á Travel Time: The time it will take to drive along the segment (Distance Traveled / Speed). 

Á Travel Time Index: The travel time represented as a percentage of the ideal travel time 

(Travel Time / Free-flow Travel Time). 

(https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/tt_reliability/TTR_Report.htm) 

 

The performance and safety data outputs may be a simple tabular format; however, RITIS is a 

platform for transportation system analysis and monitoring with powerful data visualization tools 

beyond tables. No projects are being proposed in this study. The purpose of including examples of 

data is to demonstrate the importance of gathering and monitoring performance metrics on the non-

interstate truck corridors in the most efficient manner by working with EWG, IDOT, and MoDOT and 

other transportation data resources. Performance measures quantify need and project 

competitiveness. 

https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/tt_reliability/TTR_Report.htm


 

Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Study | Page 2-13 

Competitive funding programs for freight-related projects require evaluations of proposed projects 

using via freight-related metrics as specified in the funding application process. For example, EWG 

administers the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program which includes freight/economic 

Development project types. The Guidance Document for STP-S Project Development is a workbook 

that outlines the evaluation process and provides reference materials to project sponsors to 

complete the application process. Freight projects are assessed by metrics such as: 

Á Road or bridge condition (including associated Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), if 

any) 

Á Multimodal accommodation 

Á Social equity (located in an Environmental Justice area of the region) 

Á Safety countermeasures 

Á Travel time reliability  

Á Access to jobs  

Á Intermodal significance 

Á Environmental Impacts 

In the context of this competitive funding example, RITIS safety and performance data may be used 

to evaluate the safety countermeasures and travel time reliability criteria for the STP-S funding of a 

freight-related project. In addition, the Freight Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. 

Louis regionõs roadway network that provide linkages to the Industrial Site Areas identified by EWG 

as the metric to evaluate intermodal significance. Therefore, projects associated with these corridors 

might be a candidate, depending on the competitiveness across all of the evaluation criteria, for 

submittal to compete for the STP-S funding. STP-S is just one example of competitive funding 

opportunities for freight-related roadway projects. EWG provides a compilation of transportation 

funding sources administered by other agencies. (www.ewgateway.org/transportation-

planning/transportation-improvement-program/competitive-transportation-programs/other-agencies-funding-

sources) 

  

Population Changes 
While population was not a direct factor used to identify the corridors, changes to population help 

identify trends in growth across the region. The table below is a summary of decennial census 

population data from 2010 to 2020 for each county, as well as the City of St. Louis.  

 

Location 2010 2020 Percent Change 

City of St. Louis (MO) 319,294  301,578  -5.5% 

Franklin County (MO) 101,492  104,682  3.1% 

Jefferson County (MO) 218,733  226,739  3.7% 

Madison County (IL) 269,282  265,859  -1.3% 

Monroe County (IL) 32,957 34,962 6.1% 

St. Charles County (MO) 360,485  405,262  12.4% 

St. Clair County (MO) 270,056  257,400  -4.7% 

St. Louis County (MO) 998,954  1,004,125  0.5% 

Total 2,571,253  2,600,607  1.1% 

Source: U.S. Decennial Census, 2010 and 2020

http://www.ewgateway.org/transportation-planning/transportation-improvement-program/competitive-transportation-programs/other-agencies-funding-sources/
http://www.ewgateway.org/transportation-planning/transportation-improvement-program/competitive-transportation-programs/other-agencies-funding-sources/
http://www.ewgateway.org/transportation-planning/transportation-improvement-program/competitive-transportation-programs/other-agencies-funding-sources/
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CHAPTER 3 | CITY OF ST. LOUIS (MO) 
St. Louis, Missouri sits in the central portion of the St. Louis region, and is bordered to the north, 

west, and south by St. Louis County, and by the Mississippi River to the east. For more than 50 

years, the population of the City has been in decline. The majority of this population decline has 

occurred due to a shift of residential to the suburban areas in neighboring counties. The City of St. 

Louis has experienced a population decline of 5.5% (319,294 to 301,578) from 2010 to 2020 

relative to the region (U.S. Census). Despite this decline, St. Louis remains the second largest city in 

the state of Missouri, and the center of economic activity in the St. Louis region. The large majority of 

the City is characterized by dense land uses and urban streetscapes. 
 

Transportation-Related Industry 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Manufacturing accounts for approximately 

8.5% of the employment within the City of St. Louis (2022). The most significant manufacturing 

employer in the city is Anheuser-Busch InBev, employing more than 3,000 workers. Other significant 

manufacturing employers in St. Louis include MilliporeSigma, Nestle Purina PetCare Company, 

Precoat Metals, and Sensient Technologies. Other industries that have impacts upon freight 

movement in the region with a significant presence in the City include transportation/warehousing, 

wholesale trade, and construction. The trade and transportation sector accounts for nearly 11% of all 

employment in the county (BLS, 2022).  Some of the significant employers in these industries 

include Union Pacific Railroad, Hilti Incorporated, Bi-State Development Agency of The Missouri-

Illinois Metropolitan District, and United Fruit and Produce Company.  

 

Intermodal (rail-road-barge) facilities for commodities transportation/storage play a major role in 

freight movement within the City of St. Louis, in particular, along corridors adjacent to the Mississippi 

River. Six such facilities are currently in operation within the City along the Mississippi River. 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad operates the Lindenwood Yard intermodal (rail-to-

road) facility in the southwest part of the City near I-44. NS Railway operates the Luther Yard 

intermodal (rail-to-road) facility in the northern part of the City near I-70.  

 

The Port Authority of the City of St. Louis supports economic development within the Cityõs 6,000-

acre Port District, which lies along the Cityõs 19 miles of Mississippi River frontage including the MRT. 

MRT is a public, general purpose facility that transloads a wide variety of bulk commodities.  

 

Although located in adjacent St. Louis County, the City serves as an owner/operator for St. Louis 

Lambert International Airport, which provides a critical hub for freight entering/exiting the St. Louis 

region. St. Louis Lambert International Airport has expansive cargo facilities serving FedEx, UPS, and 

Amazon. 

 



 

Non-Interstate Truck Corridor Study | Page 3-1 

Industrial Site Areas Identified by EWG 

EWG has identified five Industrial Site Areas that lie within the confines of the City of St. Louis. The 

Industrial Site Areas were chosen based on review of land use and existing site characteristics, and 

input provided by the Steering Committee. Site area boundaries were ultimately defined based on 

Transportation Area Zones, which are zones associated with population and employment planning 

used for long-range transportation planning.  

 

The five identified within the City were defined as: 

Á Broadway - Arsenal 

Á Broadway - Hall 

Á Kingshighway - I-70 

Á Manchester - I-44 

Á Vandeventer - Chouteau 

It is also noteworthy that the City is adjacent to the East Industrial Gateway Industrial Site Area that 

resides across the river in St. Clair County. For purposes of this study, the presence of non-interstate 

truck corridors within the confines of, or adjacent to, these Industrial Site Areas influences their 

inclusion in the list of Freight Connectors. 

 

Industrial Sites with Rail Potential 

To support the regionõs decision makers, a comprehensive rail site analysis was performed in 2022. 

The resulting study showed the St. Louis Region is lacking in active rail sites that can attract national 

tenants. There is underutilized land around the region that have connections to Class 1 railroads. 

The goal of the study was to highlight the land sites with industrial rail potential. The result was 11 

locations with 14 sites. These are certified/premier sites that are shovel ready with supportive 

owners/developers. The sites are a mix of states, counties, and connecting railroads. 

 

 In the City of St. Louis, there are two sites: Carrie Avenue Industrial Park and River City Business 

Park. 
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Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites 

St. Louis Regional Freightway has identified five industrial parks within the City of St. Louis that have 

significant space readily available (as of July 2023) for industrial or transportation and warehousing-

related land uses, shown below.  

Location 
Available 

Total Area 

Minimum 

Lot Size 
Tax and Related Incentives 

Highway 

 Access 

Rail/Barge 

Access 

(Yes/No) 

8000 Hall 

Street  

25,000 ft 2 Negotiable Tax Abatement, Enterprise Zone  I-70, I-270 Yes/No 

Major Tenants: Axens NA, Fleetpride, JB Hunt, Propak Corporation, Roadrunner 

Transportation Systems 

North 

Riverfront 

Business 

Park  

55,750 ft2 n/a  

New Market Tax Credits, Chapter 

353 Real Property Tax Abatement 

(15 year), Tax Increment Financing 

(TIF), Chapter 100 Personal 

Property Tax Abatement, Building 

Materials Sales Tax Exemption, 

Missouri Works, Foreign Trade 

Zone (FTZ) 

I-70, I-55, I-44, 

I-255/I -270, 

I-64 

Yes/No 

Major Tenants: CSTK 

North 

Broadway 

Distribution 

Center 

n/a  n/a  Tax Abatement, Enterprise Zone I-70 Yes/No 

Major Tenants: Delivery Network, Fairfield Manufacturing 
Note: North Broadway Distribution Center is a fully occupied development but may impact truck travel. 

River City 

Business 

Park  

45 acres n/a  

New Market Tax Credits, Chapter 

353 Real Property Tax Abatement, 

TIF, Chapter 100 Personal 

Property Tax Abatement, Building 

Materials Sales Tax Exemption, 

Missouri Works, FTZ 

I-55, I-44, I-70, 

I-255/I -270 
Yes/No 

Major Tenants: JGB Enterprises, SoTel Systems,  

Soulard 

Business 

Park 

27 acres 

154,337 ft2 
238 ft2 

Enterprise Zone, Chapter 99 & 

100 Tax Abatements  

I-44, 1-55, I-70, 

I-64 
No/No 

Major Tenants: Faultless Linen, ImageFIRST 

 

Because of the aforementioned decline in population and the general presence of blighted areas, 

the city offers significant opportunities for redevelopment. In particular, a large tax increment 

financing (TIF) area has been established north of downtown St. Louis. This TIF, referred to as 

Northside Regeneration, involves a development plan covering over 1,500 acres, including 3 million 

square feet for offices, 2 million square feet for retail, 1 million square feet for technology, 3,000 

residential units, and a primary care hospital. The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) 

West Headquarters has committed to building a $1.75 billion campus on a 100-acre site within the 

Northside Regeneration TIF area. Construction has begun on the NGA West Headquarters at the 

northeast corner of Jefferson Avenue and Cass Avenue. Access to this area of the city is planned to 

be improved through a $48 million project to reconstruct the interchange of Jefferson Avenue and I-
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64. This project will add ramps from westbound I-64 to 22nd Street and Jefferson Avenue, 

reconstruct ramps from the eastbound side of I-64, add a driving lane on Jefferson Avenue, and 

reconnect part of the city street grid by extending Clark Avenue and 22nd Street. It is understood 

that City officials are also developing plans for additional improvement projects that improve streets 

between Market Street and MO Route 115 (Natural Bridge Avenue). 

 

Non-Interstate Truck Corridors 

In assessing the roadway network within St. Louis, it is important to note the overall travel patterns 

within the St. Louis region. Due to the Cityõs role as the economic and geographic center of the St. 

Louis region, traffic congestion on the interstates within the City of St. Louis is common during the 

peak hours of travel. In particular, the convergence of I-44, I-55, I-64, and I-70 within the downtown 

area of the City is a particularly common area for traffic congestion. In identifying non-interstate truck 

corridors, the need to provide routes that are redundant to the interstate system, and which could be 

used to avoid interstate traffic congestion, was considered. 

 

Exhibits 3-1 show a series of three maps of the non-interstate truck corridors identified as a part of 

this study within the City of St. Louis, including two insets on separate sheets for details. The corridor 

segments have been categorized as one of the following three types of Connectors: 

 

Á Freight Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network that 

provide linkages to the Industrial Site Areas identified by EWG. These areas represent freight 

generators with developed industry clusters at or near full tenancy. Connections to these Areas 

are also notable because this is one of the evaluation metrics for proposed improvements 

competing for funding as a freight/economic development type project within the Surface 

Transportation Block Grant Program administered by EWG.  

 

Á Intra-Regional Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network 

that have existing multi-axle vehicle traffic providing access for freight and deliveries, primarily 

thru truck traffic or freight generators outside of the industrial site areas identified by EWG. The 

Intra-Regional Connectors offer system redundancies providing alternate routes to freight 

movement inbound and outbound from the interstate system. 

 

Á Emerging Connectors are non-interstate segments of the St. Louis regionõs roadway network that 

provide linkages to Freightway Featured Industrial Real Estate Sites. These sites are regionally 

targeted priority sites not currently fully developed or near full tenancy. 

 

For each Connector, variations in roadway characteristics such as number of lanes, posted speed 

limit, AADT, and truck percentages have been generalized to describe the overall roadway segment.  
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